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Who Is EPRA?

As an award-winning, 
industry-led, not-for-profit 
organization, EPRA has been 
setting the standard for safe, 
secure electronics recycling in 
Canada for more than a 
decade. 

Through our network of 
qualified processors, 
transporters and drop-off 
locations, EPRA provides 
secure and accessible 
recycling for consumers and 
businesses alike, diverting 
electronics from landfills.

On our journey to a circular 
economy we will share with 
you the progress we have 
made at EPRA.

Stewards = 7,800
Tonnage = 1.2M tonnes
Collection Sites = 2,500
Coverage = Regulated Programs in 9 of 
10 Provinces
Public Awareness = 78% of Canadians are 
aware of their local electronics recycling 
program.



Harmonization & Systems (2011)
Integration of four existing programs into a harmonized national 
approach with local resources/reach.
• ESABC in BC
• SWEEP in SK
• OES in ON 
• ACES in NS/PEI

Continuous investment into systems and services for efficiency, 
and security.
1. Steward Services - registration/reporting/remittance and 

comprehensive product clarification.
2. RQO - recycler qualification office oversees safe, secure and 

responsible recycling of all collected devices.
3. Financial/auditing systems for efficient/safe support within 

unique. regulations.
4. Recycle My Electronics branding for resident/consumer 

recall/awareness.3

EPRA Phase I 
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EPRA Phase II 
Geographic Expansion 

(2012-2017)

Renewed investment and focus 
on harmonization while 
respecting local regulations and 
requirements and consistent 
expansion.

• MB 2012 

• SK 2018

• PEI 2019  

• NS 2020 

• NL 2021

Example
Program expansions 
Microwaves
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EPRA Phase III 

Recent regulatory expansion examples:
2021 = PEI Small Appliances 
2022 = BC e-Bikes 
2023 = QC 3D Printers/Wearables/Activity 
Trackers

Adapting To Regulated 
Device Expansion & New 
Regulatory Models
(2018 To Present)
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Canada’s Regulatory 
Landscape for Electronics…
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Three approaches in place (and % of Canadian pop. represented):

Government / Quasi-Governmental Administered Programs:  
• Alberta* (11.5%), NWT (0.1%), Yukon (0.1%)

= 11.7% of the Canadian population covered

Industry-led Regulated Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Programs:
• British Columbia (13.5%), Saskatchewan (3.1%), Manitoba (3.6%)
• Quebec (23%), New Brunswick (2.1%), Nova Scotia (2.6%), PEI (0.4%)
• Newfoundland & Labrador (1.4%)

= 49.3% of the Canadian Population covered

Individual Producer Responsibility (IPR) Programs:
• Ontario (38.5% of the Canadian Population)

* - transitioning to EPR
** = Only Nunavut remains unregulated in this space



Ontario’s New Approach…
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With the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, Ontario is 
implementing an Individual Producer Responsibility (IPR) regulatory 
framework for electronics not seen anywhere else in North America:

• IPR means individual OEMs and brand owners will be held 
accountable for their devices, with responsibility for take-back & 
reporting

• No stewardship plans, looking to create a competitive PRO 
marketplace

• Performance won’t really be evaluated until audit cycle catches 
up, at least 2 years after launch.  

• Some challenging aspects of the regulation for measurement and 
auditing (i.e. recycled content)



Challenges for IPR in Ontario…
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• Implementation of the untested regulatory framework was a 
challenge with truncated timelines for implementation.  Less than 
one year into new regulatory framework Ontario government tabled 
amendments

• Non-harmonized approach with other jurisdictions means significant 
cost & complexity for obligated producers (estimates are up to 4x 
the cost).

• One base regulation slightly modified for all programs (BB, EEE, Tires, 
Lighting & Batteries) does not account for the unique differences in 
products, collection networks and processing 

• Too many PRO’s & not enough producers.  EPRA only not-for-profit of 
13 PROs for electronics alone.  Approved PRO list is ever-changing.



Challenges for IPR in Ontario…
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• Complex and confusing geographic collection requirements 
embedded in regulations. Collection model prescribed by 
population and municipal boundary does not consider existing 
agreements, infrastructure and service levels or distance for 
residents to travel.

• Collection network issues across multiple PROs is complex and this is 
becoming evident in other programs as well, issues with the concept 
of shared collection network amongst competitors and the 
equitable distribution of volume responsibility and cost.  

• Performance only evaluated two years in (and unproven capacity 
to audit to complex provisions such as recycled content)



Lessons Learned…
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• Circular Economy provisions like incentives for Design for the 
Environment or Design for Recycling should be tackled in 
separate regulations (WEEE Directive vs. the RoHS Directive)

• Harmonization with neighbouring jurisdictions creates 
economies of scale, better performance and lower costs to 
obligated producers

• Competition in smaller jurisdictions does not drive cost 
savings or innovation if the regulatory burden is great

• Simple, non-prescriptive regulations allow for industry 
innovation and effective implementation
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